FIGHTING THE WAVES

PROLOGUE

Musicians and speaker off stage. There is a curtain with
a wave pattern. A man wearing tie Cuchulain mask
enters from one side with sword and shield. He dances
a dance which represents a man fighting the waves. The
waves may be represented by other dancers: in his frenzy
he supposes the waves to be his enemies: gradually he
sinks down as if overcome, then fixes his eyes with a
cataleptic stare upon some imaginary distant object. The
stage becomes dark, and when the light returns it is empty,
The Musicians enter. Two stand one on either side of the
curtain, singing.

FIRST MUSICIAN

A woman's beauty is like a white

Frail bird, like a white sea-bird alone

At daybreak after stormy night

Between two furrows upon the ploughed land ;

A sudden storm and it was thrown

Between dark furrows upon the ploughed land.

How many centuries spent
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